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Warrington & Vale Royal College’s School Leaver Newsletter

Update from our School 
Engagement Team

Your to-do list
• Register your interest for the WVR bus for September 2022! 

We have dedicated bus routes from Leigh, Irlam, Penketh 
and Winsford that bring you directly to our Warrington 
campus and a FREE Arriva bus pass for those studying at 
our Winsford campus. 
Head to wvr.ac.uk/bus to secure your place.

• Download the MyWVR app to track your application and keep 
informed about college events and activities.
FREE to download on the App Store and Google 
Play or by scanning the QR code.

What’s on?
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Hello again! 

We hope you all had a 
wonderful Easter break and 
preparation for your GCSEs is 
going well.

It’s been a busy few months as 
we have welcomed students 
from a wide range of schools 
into both our Warrington 
and Winsford campuses to 
experience our taster days and 
sample evenings. Thousands 
of students have had a 
fantastic time joining us to try 
the course or apprenticeship 
they have applied to study in 
September and it’s been great 
meeting many of you!

We continue to interview 
students for their places 
at college and you will 
be contacted very soon if 
you have not yet had your 
interview. If you have any 
queries about interviews, 
courses or starting at college, 
don’t forget you can contact us 
using the contact details below.

There’s been a bit of change in 
the School Engagement Team 
this month as we welcomed 
newcomer Megan to the team. 
Megan is looking forward to 
supporting you over these next 
few months as you make the 
exciting transition from school 
to college.

Good luck for your GCSEs and 
we hope to see you soon!

Megan
Marketing & School 
Engagement Executive

Find out more: wvr.ac.uk/events

Young Artist of the Year 2022 
winners announced

Warrington & Vale Royal College recently celebrated the artistic 
talents of young students from schools across the region with our 
annual Young Artist of the Year competition. 22 talented students 
from various schools submitted entries for both the Creative and 
Digital Art categories and our tutors were highly impressed by 
their outstanding artwork!

The finalists were announced at a virtual showcase and online 
exhibition on Thursday 24th March, which was attended by the 
competition entrants and their parents/carers. Tegan Morrison, 
year 11 student at Bedford High School, was delighted to be 
crowned the winner of the Creative Art category, whilst Kyle 
Murray, year 10 student at St Chad’s Catholic C of E High School, 
claimed first place in the Digital Art category!

Motor vehicle students win ‘Best 
Performing College’ at Cheshire 
Skills Automotive Competition

Two of our level 3 motor vehicle students, Ben Powell and Oliver 
Abbott, recently achieved first place in the Cheshire Automotive 
Skills Competition 2022, competing against three other colleges 
in the region. 

Ben and Oliver were judged 
on their practical and 
communication skills by 
removing the cylinder head 
on a modern engine, and 
successfully gained Warrington 
& Vale Royal College the title 
of ‘Best Performing College’ in 
this year’s competition!

New Student Welcome Day
12th July 2022, 10.00AM - 2.00PM
Don’t miss out on this brilliant opportunity to experience a day 
in the life of a student at Warrington & Vale Royal College! Meet 
your tutors and fellow students, take part in workshops in the 
subject area you have applied for, and enjoy a summer BBQ, 
music and fun activities!

Apprenticeship Q&As
Join a member of our Apprenticeships Team on this virtual 
workshop if you want more information and advice about 
apprenticeships and to discover how Warrington & Vale Royal 
College can help you find your dream role!

• Tuesday 3rd May, 4.00pm
• Tuesday 17th May, 4.00pm
• Tuesday 14th June, 4.00pm
• Tuesday 28th June, 4.00pm



Celebrating  
our students

Huge congratulations to Will Dean for securing 
an incredible unconditional offer from the Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama to study 
Design for Performance!

Former St Nicholas Catholic High School 
student Will has enjoyed his Level 3 Art & 
Design course and says the knowledge and 
support from our Careers Team has been extremely helpful in 
preparing him for university. He is absolutely delighted with his offer 
and cannot wait to start university in September, with aspirations to 
work in the film, tv or theatre industries after graduating.

Harry Cranshaw is currently studying Level 3 
Engineering at our Winsford campus and is 
completing two days’ work placement each 
week with Robinson’s Group, a local steel 
company, which allows him to enhance his skills. 

Harry, former student of The Winsford Academy, 
was also selected to be part of the college’s 
Honours Programme, which recognizes talented students and 
helps lead them towards prestigious destinations. Harry says: “I’m 
really enjoying both my course and placement. In the future I would 
like to secure a higher apprenticeship in engineering and I feel like 
I’m on the right track to achieve this.”

Sport students visit the English 
Institute of Sports Sheffield

Our level 3 HNC and HND sport 
students recently took a trip to the 
English Institute of Sports Sheffield, 
the largest multi-sports training centre 
in the country! The centre houses a 
number of local and national sporting 
clubs and world-class facilities aiming 
to make sport accessible for all.

Students had the amazing opportunity to participate in athletics and 
basketball whilst being coached by industry professionals. Level 3 
student Molly says: “The trip was an amazing opportunity to work 
with experienced and qualified coaches and see first-hand what it’s 
like to coach, train and perform in a professional environment.”

UK’s leading construction supplier 
hosts event for students

Forterra, the UK’s leading manufacturer for construction 
supplies, ran an exciting event for our students during National 
Apprenticeship Week 2022. The session hosted a ‘clay vs 
concrete’ brick challenge whereby apprentices were tasked with 
building models from clay and concrete products.

Successful TV presenter and property developer, Craig Phillips, 
was also in attendance alongside representatives from specialist 
brickwork contractor PLF Ltd to inspire students and help to 
develop their skills!

Contact us
Our friendly Learner Services Team is on hand Monday to Friday 
to answer any of your college questions. You can reach them on 
01925 494 400 or learner.services@wvr.ac.uk 

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  
@wvrcollege. Our inboxes are checked daily by our School 
Engagement Team so please don’t hesitate to direct message us. 

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Apply online today: wvr.ac.uk

Will Dean

Top tutor - Rayner Cunniffe
Rayner Cunniffe has an abundance of 
industry knowledge and experience; 
running her own successful beauty 
business alongside teaching, and recently 
achieved fourth place in the Make-Up Artist 
of the Year category of the UK Hair and 
Beauty Awards 2022!

Rayner absolutely loves teaching and helping students succeed 
on the course. She says: “I strive to create career paths for my 
students, ensuring they have the support and help they need to 
complete the qualification.”

Winsford Careers & Opportunities Fair
We held a fantastic Careers 
& Opportunities Fair at 
our Winsford campus in 
February to celebrate National 
Apprenticeship Week 2022! 
Students benefitted from 
chatting to our Apprenticeships 
and Careers Teams alongside 
various local employers about 
different career and work 
experience opportunities 
available to them. 

Morrisons, Weaver Vale 
Housing Trust, STM Power 
Transmissions and Passion for 
Learning were just a few of the 
companies in attendance.

Harry Cranshaw

Former Warrington & Vale 
Royal College student 
and talented chef, Liam 
Rogers, was a finalist in the 
popular cooking television 
show MasterChef: The 
Professionals!

Liam studied Level 3 Hospitality 
& Catering at the college 
before progressing onto work 
in Michelin-starred restaurants 
across the country. Deciding 

he wanted a new challenge, 
Liam entered MasterChef, 
where his talent for cooking 
quickly became evident, with 
the expert judges being greatly 
impressed by his technique and 
presentation.

Liam has been passionate 
about cooking from a young 
age and has always been 
focussed on becoming a 
professional chef, saying 
that there was no other job 
he would have considered. 
Our hospitality & catering 
tutor Paul Ratcliffe says: “We 
are extremely proud to have 
been a part of Liam’s amazing 
journey. It’s great to see that 
he is using the skills learnt at 
college in such a high profile 
and prestigious competition.”

Former student in final of 
BBC MasterChef


